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Pl,” 41%. v. 4. 
Into the Upright there arifeth Light in the Daykneſs, 


H E | Sctipture ( as C hbryfoſtome 
lays) is a Spiritual Paradiſe. The 


Book of P/abns is 'placed inthe 
midſt of this Paradiſe. 

The P/alms are not only for 
Delizht, = for /e ; like tholt Trees of the San- 
(naryim Exgkel, whieh were both tor Food, and 
for Medieme.. | \' 

The Pſalms of David : are. dame and 
exactly fitted to every Chriſtians condition ; 
It his Aeltion ate frozen, here ho may fetch & ; ire: 
if his,Gr46t; bg.weak, hete be\ may fetch Armiar ; 
If this Spirits are ready ter fabt,» hare he may 
fetch Cordials for his Soul : Amongſt other Di- 
vine Conſolations, the Text isnot the leaſt, --- 


Unto 


(6) 
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Which words are calculated for the Comfort of 
the Godly, in all Ages and Centuries ob the 
Church, | 

This Text is like Tſrael's Pillar of Fire in the 
Wilderneſs : or, like the, Mariners Lanthorn, that 
gives Light in a Dark Night. 

Unto: the Upright there ariſeth Light in the Dark» 
neſs. 

Letme'Explainthe Wordse're F come to the 
Propoſition. k 21 | | 

1.. To: the Upright. } Who are her& meant 
by the Upright **+: © * 

The Hebrew word for Uprig!t, ſignifies Plain- 
eſs of Heart. The Upright Man is'withourt Colki- 
fon or Fraud, In whoſe ' Spirit there is no Guile, 
Plal. 32. 2. He that is Upright, his Heart and 
his Tongue'go together;.asa-well-made Dial, goes 
exactly by the San. * + 

The. Words followimgin the Text, may ferve 
for a ſhort —_—_— rothew us,vwho this Mpright 
Man is, . the Textlayes; vo no OT 


He 


9 PR 
He 1s } Puno Compſſn, 
Righteoue. 


Fi P. The 14 right Mani is Grid That im- 
plies his Holineſs. 

Secondly, He is Full of Compaſſion : Thatim- 
plies his Charitableneſs. And, | 

Thirdly, He 1s __—_ ; That implies hi 
Tye 

He is Gractois, cherefiore he fears God. 

He is Full of Compaſſion, therefore he feeds the 
Poor. 

He.is Righteous, therefore he does to others as 
he would "> them hb to him, 

This is the Upright Man. 

In ſhort; He is one that does a& from a 
right Principle, and that is Faith: By a right Rule, 
and.that is Scripture : To a right End, and that 
is, God's glory. Here's a man ww 1ght Upr ioht. 


2. The ſecond thing inthe Text is, There 
ariſeth | Light] rothe Upright. What's meant 
he Light here i ? 

By Light metaphorically 13 meant Delight and 
Comfort, or Joy. That's here meant by Light. 
Eſther 


( (82 
Eſther 8. 16. The Jews jekight, gud Gladnels, 
and Joy. Light, wilien-ie Ipyirigsin> doth' much 
revive. Light is ſweet. .":Jog\is to ybe Heart, as 
Light is to the Eye, Exbilaratin 27 Refreſhing. 
That's thefecond Word Fhexs ariſech Fl ile? 
that is , Joy and Comfort. 
3; There arilech-Light.in CDatkneſ] Whar' $ 
meant here by ; Darkneſs i 
By Dorknels 1s meant. Troable anbiSeew; Re 
adverſe. In Ta. 8. 22. They ſhall look nts 
Earth , aud. behold Trouble, and. Daxknels. By 
Darkne[s .1s mean... Trouble, Darkmweſs is-very 
Diſconſolate and Afrighting : It makes ev ery thing 
like the Terrors of the | Nsgh: ,. Sach 1s Trouble ; 
Such is Affliftion ; *ti is Affrightnag < Ir makes every 
thing like the —— an of the\'Nupht. 


- $o-mih far the-Bxplimng ofthe: Words 
To the. Upright arifeth Light im the Dar buf 


The Obſervation chat reſi; Its from the VN ords i is 
this. (Pray a a it”: Ws. | 


Dodt. That when the Con FIT of Galt , Peopls 
is Darkeſt, God canſes « Light to ſins nnt9 thtm. To 
the tre tht arifeth 1 ght in Darkneſs. 2 


Thi: 
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This __ has two Branches) ſhall ſpeak 
-of them di inaly, 


1. That.the Upright may/have their Night :. 


may be aDark {eaſon, 


2. That a Morning-light ariſes to them in the 
midft of all their Darkneſs. 


Firſt, 

That the Upright, thole whom God loves, 
they may have their Night, _ may have a ve- 
ry Dark ſeaſon : They may have a two-fold 
Night. 


| 1. A Night of Affifion, 
' They may have 


2. A Night of Deſertion. 
1, They may have a Night of _—_ : 
r 


( for Godlineſs does not exempt from Trouble.) 
A Dark Cloud may let upon their Name, upon 
their Eſtate : God may lay an Embargo upon all 
their Outward Comforts. . In Ruth 1. 20. Call 
me not Naomi ( that is, Fair, or Pleaſant : ) call 
me Mara : For the Almighty hath dealt very [iter 
with. uw» Th 40 


B 2, The 


((-19) 

z; The Godly may have nat only a Night of 
Affliction, but they may have a Night of Deſertion. 
| God may with-draw the {miling Beams of his 
F avour, and then 'tis Night with them. indeed, 
chen nothing follows but Darkne/s, In Job 6. 4. 
The Arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon 
whereof drinketh up my Spirit. 

Ic alludes ( faies Drufms) unto the Cuſtom 
of the Perſians, who in their Warrs did dip their 
Arrows in Poilon, that they might ſhoot their 
Enemies with the more deadly Wound. Thus 
the God of Heaven, he may ſometimes ſhogr 
che poiſoned Arrow of Deſertion, and then the 
Wl is Benighted, it 1s 1n the Dark. | 
Thavgh God has the Heprt of a F ather, yet 
he may lomerimes have the F aces of an Enemy. 

| And; the Lord may cauſe a Cloud of Dark- 
neſs upon the Soul, and ſuſpend the Beams of 
Spiritual (omfort, for thele rwo Reaſuns. 


Realqn 1. 


The Darkneſs of [ eſertion, it s, to quicken the 
exerciſe of Grace. 

For Grace ſometimes ads bighe/t, when Com- 
fort is loweſt. In Jonah 2. 4. I ſaid Tam caſt out 


of 


-. 4 ew __—_—_ —_— 
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x4 thy thy fight , Jet will I hk azain towards thy Holy Tem- 

hat is, 1 will look to Chrift of whom the 
a was bur 2 Type. 

Faith and Patience, like rwo Stars, ſhine bright- 
eſt in a dark Night of Deſertion. We are taken 
with the Comforts, but God is more taken with 
the Attings of our Grace. 

Reaſon 2. 

The Lord may caule a Dark Cloud to be up- 
on the Righteous, a Cloud of Deſertion, That he 
may hereby awaken, excite,and ſtir up in them a Spirit 

Prayer. 

If ever the Soul will pray to purpoſe, "tis now, 
in an hour of Deſertion. Fathers may ide their 
Faces from their Children, ro make them cr 
after them rhe more ; God ſornetimes Hides the 
light of his Face, har we may cry after him the 
louder : As David, in Pfat. 143. 7, Hear me 
ſpeedily, O Lord, my Spirit faileth : *O! Vide mat t'y 
Face from me. My Beloved, ! eſertion;; it is a 
ſhort Hef, Jonah called the Whales belly, t/e 
belly of Hell; Why lo? Becaule, he was Leſerted 
there. And if ever Jona> would Pray ro purpole, 
ic was NOW, that he might ger out of the” befly of 
Pell. Jonah 2. 2.\\Owt'off bo belly of Hel I rk 
wnto thee, and thou heardeſt my voice. 

WILL + B 2 And 


$4538 | 
And that's the firſt. Branch of the Do&trine, 
That God's People, they may have. a dark Night : A 
Night of Affliction, when God lays an Embargo 
upon all their Comforts : And.a Night.of Deſertion, | 
which.is a ſhort Hell, 3 


Secondly, The ſecond Branch of the Propoſition 
is this, That now a Morning Light ſhines upon the 
Righteous. . --»- Unto the Upright there ariſeth Light in 
the Darkneſs... Lux. oritur, A Morning Light ſhines, 
The Philoſopher ſays, Non. dantur pure tenebre. Pp 
When 'tis Darkeſt, when there's Midnight, God pf 
will cauſe Light ſome way or. other, to. break = 
forth to the Upright in. Heart. In Pal. 18..28. The | 
Lord will light my ( andle. As it. David.had (aid, | 
Though ar prelencall my Comforts ſeem. to be 
blown out, and.l am left in the dark, yet the 
Lord will light my Candle: he wili make Light 
to ariſe mm. Obſcurity. 

'4tro- There is atwofold Light that God cauſes to a- | 


fold  riſeuponthe Upright when they are in the dark, 


Light a- 


rafing to 
the Up. 1. An Outward Light 

n h * [ 4 » 
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, 24. An biward Light 
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.. Theres an and Light ſhines ; that is, 
God does oftentimes caule a Light of Proſperit to 
arile upon his People : thar's a Light in Darkneſs: 
When God by his Providence alters: the Face of 
things, and cauſes Peace and Profperity.in the 
Tabernacles of the Righteous, here's Light ari- 
ſing in Darkneſs. In Plal. 29. 3. When his Can: 
dle ſhined upon my Head.” ---- What was this Candle ? 
It was nothing elſe but the Candle of Proſperity 
that ſhined upon him. And.in Pſal. 132. 17. 
Thave ordained a Lamp for mine Anointed : Thar is, 
Outward Bleſſings, Gracious Properiy, ſhall ſhine 
as.a Lamp upon David's Succeſlor. . T have: ordained 
a Lamp for mine Anointed ; I:will give outward Glory 
in the Kingdom ; Here's an outward : Light. 
The-Lord can on a :\udden: alter the Scene of 
Providence, andturn the ſhadow of Death, into the. 
Light of the 7/1 orning. 


2. God cauſes an Inward: Light to ariſe: upon” 


the Upright, . when they areinthe dark, ---- 


= A Light of Grace, 
2. A Light of Jo 


( 14 | 

Firft, The Light of AR makes that 
ſhine. . ki.the midſt of Darkneſs, terthe Darkneſs 
be whatitwill, a dram' ot Farth-in the Soul, is a 
lpark of Light, Whenthe "Tree has no Leaves 
nor Bloſſams to be (cen, but ſeems dead in Autumn, 
yet. there may be /ap.in the Root of the Vine: 
When our Outward Comforts are as it were dead, 
there may be a Seed of. Grace preferved mn 
the. Heart : and this Grace . in' the | darkeff 
condition, it is the dawning of 7jgbt in the 
Saul. | 


| Secandly, | God 'caules. a Tight of | Spiritu- 
al Joy and-(omfort to. ariſe upon his Saints. 
And truly, this 1ght of Spiritual Joy, it is 
ſomewhat of the. glunmermg of the Eighc'of 
Feaven, this is bome glimple of the: Light of 
Paradiſe. In Iſa. 12. 1. ----- The Anger is twr- 
ned away, and thou comfortedſt me. The Light 
of Divine Joy in. the Soul, - it 15//ſweer arid  74- 
viſhing : it -makes: iall:: dark | Shadows flet away. 
Spiritual Joy, cauſes a Jubilation, and does as 
far exceed all earthly Comfarts; ' as Heaven does 
Earth. | + 1-30 "of 


j 


Thus 
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. Thus you ſee, that in FHidnight, in the 
darkeſt '( loud of Providence, God caules 
ſome Light or other to ariſe upon the Up- 


right. :/ 


My: Brethren, 'tis only ' God can make ic 
lightſome in a dk troubled Soul As when the 
Sun is ſer,none can makeir riſe again but God : 
So, (My Beloved,) when 'tis Sun-ſer in the 
Soul, andthe Dew.of Tears fall from the Eye, 
none can make Day-ligbt in the Soul bur only 
God. Miſters they may Preach Comfort to 
us, but God only can make us feel Com- 
tort; Miniſters they may bring a Cordial to us, 
and {et it by us, but none but Gad can pour this 
Condial into the Heart ; in PlaL 4. 7. Thou haſt 
put Gladneſy in my Heart. 


Before I come to the Application, here's a 
(ueſtion ariles, ---- 
 ' Why does God mghe Light ts ariſe te bis People, in 
au baur of Darkneſs 2 © +4 | | 

L aalwer: for chree Reaſons, ---- 


1, That God may bereby fulfal his Promiſe : He Rexfons 
has (ſaid; it, that be will enlighten 1. bis 'Peoplen In of 
1 if | Iſa. 


the 
"mt 


on, 
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Iſa. 42.16. I will make Darknels'Light before them. 
God's Hononr lies upon it, ro make goad his Pro- 


miſe, and ro caule- [ight-to ariſe-ro his People 
in Obſcurity. The Lord's Promiſe, it is his Bond, 
Whey one has given Bond to another, he cannot 
go back. Though 'ſometimes God's Promile 
may be-long in Travail, yer at laft it brings forth 


.Dehiverance. 


Two things-in'God never'fail, ---- 

Firſt, His Compaſſins tail not, Lam. 3. 22. 

Secondly, His Faithfulneſstails not, Pſal. $2.33. 
God may ſometimes delay a Promile, but he 
will not deny his Promiſe : God may ſometimes 
change his Promiſe, turn a Temporal Promile 
into a Spiritual, and ſo pay us in a better (oin, 


but will never break his Promiſe. Hehas /aid 


he will caule a Light to go before his People in 
all their Darkneſs. 


2. 'God may canſe Ii2ht-and Joy to ariſe to his 
People, becauſe they help 10 enlighten others. When 0- 
ther Chriſtians arein the dark of Ignorance, they 
enlighten them with Knowledg ; when they are in 
the dark of Affliction, ready to periſh, they feed 
chem, and -they »relieve them, and their Almes 
miniſter 
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miniſter Light of Joy and. (omfort to the Poor; 
when they are'in- Deſertion,' why God's Peo- 
ple, they ſpeak a word of Comfort to: their 
Hearts : They enlighten thoſe. tha fit. ins Dark- 
neſs, and therefore lurely God: will not let 
thoſe want Light, who help to enlighten others , 
if they ſhould come to. be. benighted with-Sor- 
row, why God will be {ure-toipring/in with 
ſome Light to them, who have given Light to 
others. _ - S011. | 


3- God will cauſe Light to ariſe in Dark- 
neſs to his People, either he. will ſupport-them 
in Trouble, or deliver them out of Trouble, be- 
cauſe God lees thatithey have greatneed of ſome 
dawnings of Light, they need ſome Morning-Star 
now to appear \ they would - faint away, they 
would be diſcouraged in ſervmg God, it lome- 
times he did not turn the Shadow of Death into 
the Light of the, Morning, ' 1 Should the fick 
Patient always have purygvg Phyſick given 
him, why, furely. it, he! had no.,Cprdiats he 
would ſoon faint away.” God knows. our frame, 
he ſees our Spirits woul.l fail before him, if he did 
always let a dark ( loud dwell upon us ; and 
C there- 


(18 ) 
therefore, ' m\ Judement be remembers Mercy, and 


caiiles.;the Day-Star of, Comfort and: Joy to 


Jpring:upin a Gracious Soul.' - God will not 
fuffer ic always.tabe dark in the Hearts of - his 
People; leſt they ſhould: touch upon the 
Rock of Deſpair... The Hufician, he will not 
ftretch-the Strings of his Yi! too hard, left 
they ſhauld chance to break. | 


Thus you ſce why the. wile God ſees it fit- 
teſt to cauſe Light to ariſe unto his People, in 
the midftof all cheir (Clouds of Darkneſs. 

» And ſp much briefly.tor the Do&triual part. 

L:proceed now to the Application : | 

5 By way of Information. | 
2 2, By way of Conſolation. 


1. Uſe of Information. 


Firſt, By way of Information; Here are 


ſeveral Inferences. -- - 


1: In- 
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\. Inference 1. 
1. Sce from this Text, the Hifinite Goodneſs 
of God to his Children in all cafes that may fall 
out in this World, whether /fflition'. or De- 
ſertion. O the goodneſs of God !in'the midſt 
of darkneſs he cauſes forme Light or other to 
break forth. God does checker his work of 
Providence ; with dark Clouds he intermixes 
bright Stars. Juſt like che Limner who min- 
gles with'dark and black Colonrs, bright Co- 
lours ; thus does God in his Providence: the 
condition of the Sainrs on Earth is never ſo 
black and cloudy, but ſome Ram-bow appears 
inthe Cloud of Providence.” In Pſal. 138.7. 
Though I walk in the midſt of Trouble, thou wilt re- 
vive me. FEvery © | rake, I tread upon 
Thorns, T walk in the midſt of Trouble, a- 
mong Clouds, but thou'wilt, Lord, reyive me. 


| Joſeph, he was in the Priſon, there was Dark- 


neſs ; bur (the Text ſaics) the Lord was with 
Joſeph, there was Light, Gen. 39. 2. Jacob 
had the Hollow of his Thigh pur our of joint 
in Wreſtling : there was a dark Providence ; 
C 2 bur 


( 29 ) 
but he ſaw God's Face at that very time, and 
there the Lord bleſſed him: here was Light 
ariſing to him, Gen. 32. 3o. Job loſt all char 
ever he had, -he was Rough-caft with Boils and 
Sores ; there was a dark Providence : Ay bur 
hereby, Job's Grace. was proved, and improved, 
and God gave þiman, honourable teſtimony, 
Ti at he was upright; and God gave him double 
the Eſtate that eyer he had before : here was 
Light ariſing to-him in his Darkneſs, Job 42, 1 0. 
And thus God does mix Light with his Peoples 
Darkneſs. As in the Ark there was Manna laid 
up with the Rod ; ſo 'tis in God's Providences 
ro his People : with the Rod of Affliftion, 
here's ſome Manna, .lome Light, ſome Com- 


fort that God cauſes to ſpring up: Mama with 


the Rod. O the goodnels of God! who 


would not ſerve this God ? in the darke/? Night 
that is, -he keeps alive lome ſparks of Light in 
the Hearts of his Pegple, which may ſup- 
preſs their Fſurmuring, and may miniſter 


matter of Thanksgiving. Thar's the firſt Infe- 


TENCC, 


Infe- 
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Tiference 2. 


2. If it be God's work anddelign to caule 
Light and Comfort to arile to the Righteous : 
why then, how contrary do they a& to God, 
whoſe work it is to caule Darkneſs and Sorrow 
to the Righteous * God's deſign and theirs 
croſs each other. There is a Wee belongs to 
them that make the Hearts of the Regbteous 


ſad, In Exzck. 13. 22. Godis creating Light 


for his People, and the Enemies of the Church, 
they are laying ſnares for them ; God he is 
pouring Wine and Oil into his Peoples 
Wounds, and the Enemies of Sin, they are 
pouring Ymegar into the Wounds; how 
contrary do thele act to God ? the Children 
of Romiſh Babylon, they are at this day plot- 
ting the Ruine of Ciod's People: they 
would turn the Church of (3od into an 
Aceldama , a Field of Blood. The Lord, he 
makes Lizbt to aille tothe Godly, and the 
Wicked, they labour to make Darkneſs and 
Sorrow arileto them. Bur, luch as lay ſnares 
for the Righteous, (zod will rain ſnares 
upon 


(22) 
upon them: Pſal. 11.6. Upon the wicked he 
ſhall rain ſnares, Fire and Brimitone. The 
Wicked Enemies of the Church, they 
frrike ar Chriſt through his Members Sides , 
and letthem know tha 'tis kicking againſt a 
Rock. Chriſt will be coo hard for all his 
'Enemies; he -will be victorious at laſt : 
the Enemies, they may bid defiance to 
Heaven, they may let up their Standards a- 
gainſt Heaven: but Cod always comes off 
Conqueror, and lets up his Trophies. It there 
be eicher Juitice in Heaven, or Fire in Hell, 
the Enemy ſhall notgo unpuniſhed. Pal. 
11.13. He hath ordamed his Arrows againit 
the Perſecutors. God has his Arrow upon the 
String to ſhoot at Perſecutors, and be afſu- 
red God never mifleth his mark. Ducleſian 
Taled down the Chriſtians Temples, and 
-burnt their Fibles : bur God was avenged 
.on him; he was afterwards ſtricken with 
Phrency, and poiſoned himſelf. Perſecu- 
tors never thrive upon that bloody Trade. 


Infe- 


" FE ia » 
+», ASS eee tes x" aA vi... Allo TT ITS 


>» - Tedd Eno dba wed ws 


— ahi” te <... cAd4 4 


PP OS 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
: 


ms inFww: A fearful looking for of - Judgment, a 


( 23) 
Inference }. 


See here the Great Difference between the 
Wicked and the Godly; there's a vaſt Difference ; 
The Godly inall their Darkw/s that befalls 
them, they have ſome Light ariling to them 
theWicked in all their outward Comtorts,they 
have ſome Darkneſs ariſing to them ; in the 
middlt of all their Jollicy and mirth, why till 
there's a Dark ( loud hangs over them : Con- 
ſcience chides chem, Scripture threatens them, 
(which is like the HJand-writing upon the Wall ,) 
In Pal. 68. 21. God ſhall wound the Head of his 
Enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on - 
till in bis Treſpaſſes. A finner ill, in all his 
lightſom condition, his outward Mirth, his 
Joy, he may ſee ſome Clouds of Darkneſs : 
God's Threatnings are againſt him : God's 
Curſe hangs over him, and that Curle it blaits 
wherever it comes. A wicked man,-an impe- 
nitent hardned {1nner, he goes every day in 
fear of Arreſting ; Death may Arreſt him, 
There remains nothing for hint, but qcet;2 #4 


fr) 


( 24 ) 
fiery indignation, as the Apoltle (ates, in Heb.1 0. 
27. A hardned impenuent ſinner is in an il] 
cale; it he dies, he drops into the Grave and 
into Hell both at once. God is brewing for 
him a Deadly Cup. In Pal. 75. 8. In the hand 
of the ord there 1s a (up, andthe Wine is Red: 


et #5 full of mixture, and he poureth out the ſame : 


but the Dregs thereof all the Wicked of the Earth 
ſhall wring them out, and drink them. 

Whar's this Red Wine inthe Cup? "Tis no- 
thing elle but the Fiery Wrath of God: that's the 
Red Wine ; Wine burnt with his Wrath. And 
( the Text laies ) this Cup is full of mixture, it's 
a mixed Cup the {inner mult drink. What's the 
mixed Cup? The Worm of Conſcience, and the 
Fire of Hell : here's a mixed cup; and the wicked 
{hall be ever drinking of this Cup : God will 
never [ay, Tranſeat--- Let this C up paſs away from 
the Danmed : No, they mult be ever drinking 
the dregs of this Cup of Wrath. 

Methinks this Scripture ſhould be a Cooling 
Card unto all wicked men, and damp all cheir 
Firth and Jollity : Doomſday-Darkneſs is com- 
ing upon them. Ir was ſad news brought to 


Saul ( and no wonder when che Devil brought 
the 


| 
| 
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the news: ) Inche 1 Som 28. 19. ſaies Satan 
thete ih Samnel's Mantle; ro Suul, To morrow 
ſhilt thou be with me, O'dreadful news, to 
rake up 4'trians Quartets attiong the Damned! 
To da T7 finner is among his Cups, he is Sport- 
mig With his Lyſts : now he is in his Mirth : and 
perhaps to morrow he may be with the = and 
his #ngels, where Saul is. 


- s 
. 7 - 


 Iiference ' 4. 


The _ Inference 1 al this: Dots God cauſe 
Light tb wp co heinalt 'rheir 
Derkness Why then {ee from if I the difference 
between Eijth and Heaven. Herein this World 
there's a Mixture of Darkneſs and Light : there's 
Clouds mixt with their Stays : Dok Providen- 
ces as well as Light. | 

But now, in Hedven' it is otherwile, there's 
no Darkneſs there : nothing but pure Light, 
ptire Bliſs" hd" thetefore Pravorit is call'd a 
T1berithhce tm 1 ight, Col: 1:42, (5 1 

The Philoſophtt ſaies, Pas EST IANS © me 
+ the "myſt glorious Creatwe., "tis the- -Beanty- of 
the World. Whit 'wete!the Work withori 

D Light, 
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Light, but.a Dark Prijon? Here's the Beauty 
.of Heaven, tis an Inheritance in Light, Heayen 
it is a Diaphanwn, ' ox a bright- Body, all.over.em- 
broidered- with Light and Glory :. There areno 
Eclipſes there ; There are no dark ſhadows to 
be leen,. bur all is Orient Brightneſs, Celeſti- 
all Glory... . c 
In Heaven, Chriſt, the Son of Righteouſneſs, 
will alwayes be ſhining with his illuſtrious 
Beams : In Rev. 21. 2.3. The Lamb is the Light 
thereof. O how ſhould we long to be in 0 
bleſſed place, -that Paradiſe of God, thats ſo 
Adorned with, the bright illuſtrious Rays of 
Celeſtial Glory! There's nothing bur pure 
Light, nothing but Glory ſhining in its per- 


tection. an nag 
So much. for the firſt ſe... 
Uſe 2... 


The ſecond Hſe is of Conſolation. for the 
Church and People of God. This Text is a 
Pillar of Light, a Breaſt of.Conlolation, Unto 
the Upright there ariſeth Light. in the Darkneſs, 
Does God. make Light, and Joy; and Peace, - 

arile 


| 
' 
j 
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ariſe tothe Righteous ? Why then ſhould we 
delpond, ' or « (1 away our Anchor? Why 
ſhould we deſparr ? ' Why may' we not hope 
tharthe Morning-Star of Deliverance and Mercy 
may yet appear unto this Iſland ? Why (I ſay) 
thould'we de{pond, when 'tis God's great Pro- 
jet and'Delign, to lighten his Peoples Dark- 
ap 2-0 | 

' 1 confeſs, things haye a bad Aſþe&, a dark 
Face at preſent, Gray hairs are here and there. My 
Brethren, we fee how things go : Sin grows 
higher : Enemies grow. bolder : "Diviſuns grow 
wider, Thefe are bad Symptoms of a dying 
Patient. | | 

' Englandis like that Ship in the Goſpel; which 
was almoſt covered over with Waves. | Here's 
that ay humble us,and ſet oyr Eyes abroach 
with Tears. 

Yer, that we may not mourn without hope, 
Jet me tell you, there, are ſome ſparks of Light, 
that do ſeem to ariſe to.us in the Dark. Unto 
the 'Upright there ariſeth. Light in the "Darkneſs. 


Let mecome as a Dove with an Olive-branch of 


Peace in my mouth, ' that that is ſome ſpark of 
Light to us. | « 
th } D 2 1. That 
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Grmnds Mrs, are many Hptighs ones 
Y for Kee Nation, hays a Spark of Li wee The' exe 
land. "Tis to be 


aics, Lag ht ar ork tothe Uprig 
pi pi re many ſuch in 2 this Iſland, Were 
the Godly remoyed, ( as 'tis the deſign of 
ſome.to, deſtroy them : ) God waild make 
Quick work: = the —_— ybony would em 
break up Hee here, God would quickly fink 
the Ry. of i burch and. State, if 4 had not 
ſome of his Ele init. But for ang 
thoſe that. are Hpright,. God may be. plealed 
yer. a while to, Repricye the Nation,” and Ad- 
journ Englands Funeral a while longer. In Jas 


65. &,, rk mai ghd, inthe Cluſter, and 


one ke? Peake yea, f rh Blelforg, i.i1-it -:, $9; 
ir <4 Yauts: ſakes, that. 1 way pet:de+ 


r= bud all. Th ough it cannot be genjed, by 


our Vine, in this Land planted, bears nauch ve- 

& bag fruit, 'EL Goel  Haegs are. me. good: 

uſers in the? Yor. and. tor thels.God/may 

are View and Jay,. k..t exeavk a:blafy ing. 
in, tt 

"The Saints of.Gad fhay his. Hand-whea he: 

is poingro ſtrike. In Gen. 19. 22. Ye Her 


( laies 
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( ſalts the Atigel ro Lot, Hatte thee ro:Zoay ) 
rſcapetbither; for 1 cxmpnt do ay thing till thow be 
come thither, © q. d. Thou holdeſt my hand, I 
cantibt Reike cill thou art gone, The Saints of 
God, though others look upon them with a 
contemprible eye, they are, the Safery of the 
Land, God:will dd much for their fakes. ''The 
| Uprigt t, they are the Excellent of the Barth, Pfal. 
1:60) Js; Others: ave but the Luinbtt , God 
knows bad Lambey : Thelg are the Jewels, Mal. 


417. 

: Lhe Stitus of God, they are the Chariots ad 
Eby ſmirk of Tract: They are the very Flower 
and Cream ot the Creation y/ they are rhe Glory 
of Chit, 2 (or. $23. And for theit | {akes 
(ad my yer cauke: Light co arfle; and he tm = 
be propitious, | antd _ Aro xl napting 
VaAtiOon. $* 


4 dos Spark of Lighr arfingin 6 
lands Dartoefs,is ris, Phat yes Cro15 ple 2 
wonderfully oc keop op: tis People: a [Spirit 
of Prayer ; They ory tnightidy\ : -Cehrauny 
God wal nox-fry re 01) Seckye 180 aV7Þuha. | 

The Spartme Wilts were their Spears. The = 

"il Wall 


BF 3 | 
Wall and Bullwark of a Land'is DevoutPray- 
er.. Whole V ollies of Sighs and Ciroans are 
every day [eat up to Heaven for Mercy; here's 
a Spark of Lightin our Darkneſs .: God hears 
zthele Sighs. 

Pray oblerve, when the Lord intends to 
-pour out the Vial of his [ndignation, and to 
bring wrath upon a People, he preſently ſtops 
all the luces of Prayer, no more Prayer to be 

made. In er. 7. 16. Pray not for this People. 
(tod has nor laid lo yet concerning England. 
Prayer.is a powerful Oratorfor Mercy, and 
may caule Lightto ſpring up. yet. The Key 
of Prayer, o ſed with Tears, andturn'd wich 
the Hand of . Faith, unlocks God's Bowels. 
Prayer, when 'tis' importunate, it ſtaves off 
Wrath from a. Land. In Exod. 3 2. ro, Saies 
God to Moſes, Let me alone, that my Wrath may 
wax hot againft them, Why, what did Moſes do ? 
He only Prayed. -Fervent Prayer it overcomes 
the Onnipotent, as Later (aies., Prayer' it finds 
Grad Free, but it leaves him Bound, Haec Do- 
mina Mundi fruftuat Solum. ---- 

Prayer ties God's Hands: It faves oft Judg- 
ment. This (my Brethren) lers in ſome dawn- 


ing 


#®.. 
ing of Light ro this Land this day, in the mid'ſt: 
ot all our Clouds of Obſcurity.: Prayer iz made 
for the Church. This gives us ſome ground ' 
to hope, that. God will not wholly leave us. 


Eſpecially. when we conſider, Chriſt is our 
Advocate ; He prays over our Prayers again, 
ſprinkles them with his Blood, and perfumes 
x ar EER bleſled Odours : and lo they 
go up to Heaven as [weet Incenſe, In Rev. 
| 8. 4. The ſmoke of the Incenſe which came with 
' the Prayers of the Saints, aſcended up before God, 
ont of the Angels hand. 


4 FF 4% on 
bo ten a 2: Fre & 


{ _' . 3. And laſtly, Another ſpark of Light a- 
| riſing in our Dark Hemiſphere, it is this, 
G od s Compaſlions, his Bowel-Mercies, Mer- 
cy, it is God's Darling Attribute , that he 
' loves moſtot all:to-magnife : Hercy pleaf- 
! eth bim, Micah 7.18. Though Wedon't pleale 
| God, yet Mercy pleaſes him. 
Juſtice is Grod's ſtrange Work, Ita. 28: 21. 
He is not {o much uled to that :. Put Mercy ic 
4 3s his proper Work, it flows naturally from him, 
as the Honey from the Bee, or as the Myrrhe 
| | drops 


| peg 8 
drops from the Myrrhe-tiee. White God fo 
delights ih fhis Darlihg Actribite of Mercy, 
why Aloud we delpair / Why may not Mer- 

cy give the caſting V6ice for this Nation? In 
I/a..63. 9. Inhis Love and in hu Pity he Redeem- 
ed them, O\ Love and Pity will do gretthings. 
-.--Iy his Love and in _bis Pity he Redeemed 
them. | ET. 
God's Mercy .tis not only Free, ſending 
out Pardons where it pleaſes; but here's the 
Comfort, God's Mercy can as well Heal as it 
can Save : "Tis a Healing Meicy. Ia tHſea 
1.4. 4+ 1 will beal their Backſlidings. " 


Ve 
td, 4 4 L . 7 TY dA +4 (1 4 a\Jnik #8 WA 
ety Can deſtroy thee Sins of the Natzon , and 


4 © 


_ Vhy, theſe are then ſome Daiwnings, ſome 
 Tparks of Light, that/God ciulesto #i inthe 
EE pak OT Me" 
wa Queſt, 
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Quelt. 


But here's a Queſtion, ( and ſol haſten to 
an end.) ou will ſay unto me, But things they ſtill 
look very bad and dark, and we would have more 
Light ; now what muſt we do, how muſt we carry 
our ſelves, till God makes Light to ariſe to us in our 
Darkneſs ? till Mercy comes riding to England : in 
the ( hariot of Salvation 


Anſw. 
L anſwer in theſe rwo or three things : — 


. Inthis time of our Darkneſs and ( loudi- 
ne & the firſtching we do, let us go into our 
Chambers. In Ig. 26. 20. Come, my People, 
enter thou into thy ( hambers, and ſhut thy doors a= 
bout thee : hide thy ſelf. 


There are two Chambers that we muſt now 
g0 Into : — 


E, 1. \'The 
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, 31. The Chambers of our Hearts. 
; 2. The Chambers of the Promiſes. 


Feſt, Let us go in this twae of Darkneſs 
into the (hambers. of our Hearts, by ſerious 
\ Meditation, and Self-examination. Let us in 
the firit place ſearch our Evidences: for Hea- 
ven, als our Accounts, ite how the cx& 
ſtands berween God and. our Souls. Let's 
bring our Gracesto the Touch-Stone: What 
Faith have we? are we hid by Faith in the 
bleeding Wounds of Chrift > What Love to 
Godhavewe ? docs Conſcience witneſs that 
we not only ſerve him, but love him 2: Our Heart 
and Fleſh cry out for the Living Gol? Are we 
carried. every day up to Heaven 'in a fiery 
Chariot of Love ? b it thus with us ?: O let us 
enter into theke Chambers of our Hearts, ſer 
our Houle in order, our Souls :. that's our great 
work.now.. My Beloved, when things are 
dark withoge, we had need have all clear within, 
to have Conſcience. \mile. 


Secondly, 


Þ 


7 1 
7 # 


+" a Ae L 
1 3? 


( 35) : 


Secondly, Let us go into the Chambers of 
God's Promiſes, and there let's a while hide 
ourſelves, during this black (foud of Provi- 
dence. O the ſweet Promiſes of God, where 
our Souls may take Santuary ! God has pro- 
miſed Comfort to all his Mourners, Matth. 5.4. 
God has promiſed that he will ſtrengthen the 
infirm ; 1a 4.0. 29. to them that have no might, he 
increaſes ftrength. God has promiſed a (own 
of Glory to the (onqueror, Rev. 2. 10. He has 
given it under Hand and Seal, be will ,ever 


leave us, nor forſake us. Heb. 13. 5. 


O my Brethren, here's our Wiſdom : let 
us now by Faith go and hide our ſelves, in the 
Chambers of thele Divine Promiſes. 


And that's the firſt thing we muſt do in this 
Dark Hour : Go into 9ur Chambers. 


2. Having done this, if you ask me yer 
further, what we muſt doin this time of Dark- 
neſs, till God makes Light ſpring up to us ? I 
anſwer : having got into our Chambers, ler us 

Ei (ommit 


6) 
Commit our ſelves je $a Caſe to God, that he 
would. ſafe-guard and keep us. - And this [ 
ground upon that Scripture, in Plal. z 7. 5, 
(ommit thy way unto the Lord ; be will bring it to 
paſs. In the Hebrew it is Rell thy way upon 
the Lord. This is now our work : Even as 
the Client commits himſelf and: his Cauſe to 
his Counſel that he —_ to plead for him : 
or as the Orphan commits himſelf unto the Care 
and Tutilage of his Guardian; ſo ſhould we 
commit our {elves to God, and deyolve all 
our cares upon him. --- (ommit thy way unto the 
Lord. Let us do our Duty, and truſt God 
with our Safety. Brethren, it is our work to 
caſt Care: it is God's work to take Care. 


3. In this time of Darkneſs, having gotin- 
to our (hambers, and committed our ſelves unto 
God, letus now patiently wait God's time, till 
he (hall make a Lizht to ariſe in our Horizon : 
wait on God, cill he turns our Darkneſs into 
the Light of the Morning. God can on a ſud- 
den, with a word of his Mouth, ſcatter and 
diſperle the blackeſt Clouds that do appear ; 
God can create Light. God can ſtrike a ftreizhe 


ſtroke 
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ſtroke-wiith a: crooked & Ab :- He can. bring 
Good out of. Evil; God can deliver his Peo- 
ple by means unthought 4 : nay, he can deliver 
them that very way that they thiak he will 
deſtroy them in, Who would ever have 
thought that God ſhould have made a ( af way 
for his People to have marched through on, in 
the midſt of the Sea? that God ſhould have 
made Heaven a Grainary,' to drop down Man- 
na for his People to feed on? O wait till Light 

ſpringup. Cod he can make ule of the Ene- 

my to do his Work: he can play his Game by his 

Enemies hand. Inſhort : God is able to re- 

moye the Mountains that lie in our way, or<clle 
(if he pleaſe) he can leap over the Mountains : 

In Cant. 2, 8. He cometh leaping upon the Motn- 

tains, Therefore, my Brethren, cll-Lizhe 

ſpring up, ler us wait with Patience : Light wilt 
ariſe unto the Upright. 


My Brethren, 1 will ſay bur this: The 
Mercies we pray for, and are in expectation 
of, they are worth waiting tor. To lee the 

olden Fleet of Prayer come home laden with 
large and rich returns of Mercy : to fee the 
Lilly. 
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© OT 
+Lilly and the Roſe united, Trath and Peace : 


Fo ſee Popery abandoned, and not one Stone 
teft upon another : To ſee Prophaneneſs diſconn- 
tenanced and- diſgraced : to ſee the Beauty of 
Holineſs ſhine, forih in our Hemiſþbere : To lee 
Jeſus Chriſt ride m Triumph in the Chariot of his 
Goſpel : To ſee the Righteous had in Flonour and 
Renown, and bekke the Wings of a Dove covered 
with Silver ; Surely theſe are Mercies ſo emi- 


-nent, thatthey are well worth waiting for. 


And therefore, let not Patience be out of 
breath, Having got into your Chambers, and 
committed: your Cauſe to God, now get into a 
waiting poſture : wait till ſome Light ſprin 
-up'to God's Church. I will ſhut up all wth 
one Scripture, (which may encourage hum- 


ble waiting: ) Inlfa. 30.18. The Lord s a 


God of Judgment ; Bleſſed are all they that wait 


| for him. 


FINTS. 


